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area of site in 95% depth range) yield similar estimates of site potential to support eelgrass under favorable 
conditions. 
 
Ongoing monitoring within the Yerba Buena Island and Emeryville Shoals areas of San Francisco Bay 
suggests that eelgrass in San Francisco Bay beds can be highly variable from year to year (Merkel & 
Associates 2007).  Similarly, seasonal variability may be very high as well (Merkel & Associates, in prep.).  
While variability is a norm for the highly turbid San Francisco Bay, Richardson Bay appears to have 
maintained consistent large eelgrass beds for many consecutive years and ranks second only to The Point 
San Pablo-Pt. Pinole eelgrass beds in terms of overall area of eelgrass when viewed on a regional scale 
(Merkel & Associates 2004). 
 
I trust this report addresses your request for a current eelgrass survey and assessment of potential for the 
site to support eelgrass under favorable environmental conditions.  Based on our assessment, the site has 
high value as an acquisition parcel for eelgrass conservation.  If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to call me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Keith W. Merkel 
Principal Consultant 
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